544           THE    DON     FLOWS     HOME
The general offensive was to begin between August ist
and loth.   In the plans of the Red supreme command the*
blow struck by the Eighth and Ninth Armies was to be
accompanied by flanking movements on the wings.  A par-
ticularly responsible and difficult task was assigned to the
Tenth Army, which, operating along the left bank of the.
Don, was to cut off the enemy's main forces from retreat to^
the North Caucasus.  On the west, part of the forces of the
Fourteenth Army were to carry out an energetic advance
towards the Chaplin-Lozovaya line.
While the Ninth and Tenth Armies were proceeding with
the necessary regrouping of forces, the White command
determined to smash the preparations for a Red offensive,
and completed the formation of the Mamontov corps. This
corps was destined to break through the front and make a
deep raid into the rear of the Red armies. The success which
Wrangel's army achieved in the Tsaritsin area rendered it
possible to extend the front of this army leftward, and by so
doing to shorten the front held by the Don Army, from which'
several cavalry divisions were withdrawn for the Mamontov
corps. By August 7th a force consisting of 6,000 sabres,
2,800 bayonets and three batteries of four guns apiece was
concentrated at the district village of Uriopinsk. And on the
loth the newly formed corps, commanded by general
Mamontov, broke through the Eighth and Ninth Red
Armies and swept from Novokhopersk in the direction of
Tambov.
The White command had originally intended the raid in
the Red rear to be made not only by general Mamontov's
corps, but also by a cavalry corps commanded by generai
Konovalov. But fighting developed in the sector held by
the Konovalov corps, and in consequence it could not be
withdrawn from the front. This explains the restricted
nature of the task entrusted to Mamontov, who was strictly
enjoined not to let his enthusiasm get the better of his dis-
cretion, and not to dream of an advance on Moscow but,
after wrecking the enemy's rear and communications, to
attempt to rejoin the main White forces. In the original plan
lie and Konovalov had been ordered to strike a crushing
blow with all their cavalry at the flank and rear of the Red
Central Armies, and then by forced marches to move into the
heart of Russia, drawing reinforcements from all the anti-